I   LEAVE   MONGOLIA

produce evidence that 1 had paid my taxes and was not
in debt to anyone. As an employee of the Government
my task was at once easier and more difficult, because
while I had free access to any high official, the Govern-
ment did not want to lose my services.

However, after a great deal of parleying I was
granted a passport for myself, my wife and my little
daughter. The next step was to hire a vehicle to take
us across the Gobi Desert to Kalgan. This was not an
easy matter, as car owners who were prepared to
undertake the journey were scarce, and it was con*
sidered very "selfish" on the part of any individual
or family to monopolise an entire vehicle. In the end
I came to an agreement with a "cabby" who owned a
four-seater, and was to transport to Kalgan, in addition
to myself and my family, his own wife, the Chinese
bookkeeper of an English firm with his wife and three
children, a Russian trader and three Jewish traders*
We all had a great deal of luggage, including tents,
cooking utensils, provisions and bedding, without
which it would have been impossible to travel in the
desert. At first it seemed utterly impossible to me to
accommodate 15 persons and a mountain of luggage
on a vehicle with only four seats, but the Mongolian
<ccabby" showed me that it can be done. First he filled
the body of the car with the trunks and suitcases that
would not be required during the journey; then, with
the aid of ropes, he topped this with a wide platform
composed of other luggage, fixing the articles of
frequent use in accessible positions. The work took
many hours and was carried out in the presence of a
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